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Church," "The Holy Ministry," "The Sacraments," and "The Mercy 
of Future Punishment." To each of these he devotes one chapter. He 
expresses the fear that Christians of this generation are less disposed 
than were their fathers to believe in the supernatural power of grace. 

Though Dr. Watson blows a silver trumpet, it gives no uncertain 
sound. A few notes may serve as samples. Of repentance he says : 
"The grace that cometh first in the order of Christian experience is 
stern and strenuous — the grace of a broken and contrite heart." Of 
forgiveness he says: "No man ever obtains forgiveness except at one 
place — before the cross of Christ." Regeneration, he says, " is a re-birth 
which changes a man's attitude forever, and is the beginning of a 
new life, and without it there is no possibility of a new life." Point- 
ing to the clear indications of a vicarious element in the constitution 
of the human family, he says : " We are all debtors through vicarious 
sacrifice," and asks : " Is it not possible that we are not able to believe in 
the vicarious sacrifice of Christ because we ourselves are not willing to 
make any sacrifice, and are living utterly selfish lives ?" He expresses 
the belief that " the greatest reinforcement which religion could have 
in our time would be a return to the ancient belief in the sovereignty 
of God." 

Dr. Watson's presentation of the doctrines of grace cannot fail to 
delight all who accept those doctrines, and to commend them to all 
candid and thoughtful readers, whatever their creed. It is to be hoped 
that the thousands who have sat with delight with "Ian Maclaren" 
" beside the bonnie briar bush " will give a hearty welcome to his Doc- 
trines of Grace. 

N. S. Burton. 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Studies in Theology. VI. Sin. By Randolph S. Foster. 
New York : Eaton & Mains, 1899. Pp. viii + 308. $3. 

This large volume is the sixth in Bishop Foster's series of " Studies 
in Christian Theology." It is a clear and earnest presentation of several 
important doctrines in anthropology and soteriology from the Arminian 
viewpoint. Its fundamental thesis is that sin can be predicated only 
of a personal will -act. " Sin is not a nature or state." "No being can 
be a sinner until he has personally made himself such by a free personal 
transgression of law." This is as true of his descendants as it was of 
Adam. " The essence of the primal sin is the essence of every sin." 
Accordingly guilt, or "that which constitutes liability to punishment," 
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cannot be transferred. "The person cannot be amenable to law until 
he exists as a person." "The sufferings resulting from punishment 
inflicted on one for crime may inevitably reach others, but in no proper 
sense of the word can they be accounted punishment." Original sin 
must be denied. "To blame them [Adam's descendants, for his act] 
is to blame them for an act performed by another person, and which 
transpired thousands of years before they had a personal and responsible 
existence, and the knowledge of which was first brought to them in 
the form of an indictment. The supposition is that of a madman." 
Vicarious punishment is impossible. Christ's sufferings were not penal, 
but rectoral. 

The strongest part of the book is the discussion of the doctrine of 
original sin. The criticism of Shedd's theory of generic will and 
Hodge's theory of federal headship is keen, and elaborately worked out.. 

As a statement of Arminian theology the work is valuable, but it 
has serious limitations. It is written in the light of discussions a gener- 
ation or two old. The whole Ritschlian movement is ignored. Indeed, 
the only German theologians referred to are Julius Miiller and Uhlmann. 
The only Scotch theologian recognized is Thomas Chalmers. No 
attention is given to recent work in psychology and sociology, nor to 
present methods in biblical theology. 

Though clear, the style is diffuse and cumbersome. Omission of 
table contents, of section divisions (beyond the main parts), of section 
or page headings, and of subject or scripture index, renders the volume 
useless as a book of reference. t Forsyth Crawford. 

Beaver Dam, Wis. 

The Age of Faith. By Amory H. Bradford. Boston : Hough- 
ton, Mifflin & Co., 1900. Pp. viii + 306. $1.50. 

The above title reflects the thought of only the first chapter of the 
volume. This is an age of faith because men are willing "to act on 
intuitions, or convictions of what is true and right," even though not 
demonstratively proven. And our author fortifies this position by 
facts drawn from all fields of present intellectual activity. 

There are eleven additional chapters, in which the author discusses- 
"The Conception of God ; " " God Interpreted by Fatherhood ; " " The 
Basis of Optimism ; " " Brotherhood ; " " Suffering and Sorrow ; " " Sin ; "" 
" Salvation ; " " Prayer ; " " Punishment or Discipline ; " " The Immortal 
Life ;" and" TheTeacher for All Ages." The Teacher here referred to is- 
the Holy Spirit. All these profound topics are discussed in the light of: 



